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Court reconvenes; jury set
to hear closing statements in
Billy Scott rape/murder trial

(Edlior's mote: The folbowing story
containg vivid lestimony from the
mll-nlﬂu]r Billy Lee Scott, who is
of the rapr.lndmmtrd’
Lnu uckley of Eldorado in July
1990, Some reddery may Aod jts con-
tenty offentive.)
By Lauren Pack
R-H Managing Editor
Those & in the outcome of
the rpe and munder trial of Guy Billy
Lee Scout learned Friday morning,
Feb. 14, they would have 1o wait ustil
i beast Toesday, Feb. 18, 1o hear the
much-anticipated conclysion of the
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County Common Fleas Court Judge
George H. Elliott wid the jury and a
filled courtroom of ghat
eloning statements froam both the state
end defense would Lkely take most of
he afternoon and should be followed
by imaorections of law pertaining 0
the case before deliberations began.
Therefore, Ellioit continued the
trial ontil Tuesday moming at 9 am.
Because Manday, Feb. 17, was Presi-

H

year-old Eldorado woman, who
was found dead in Cedar Lake on
Sunday, July 8, 1990.

The case was moved o Hamilion
in Batler County Following a request
by Scoil’s stormey, Siewve Hobbs,
which was

prompted by publicicy
from Scon's trial in July 1991 and the ©

possible difficulty in seating an
impartial jury. Scol is camently serv-
ing a term for voluntary manslaugh-
ter afier being conviced last summer
in connection with a shooting in New
Paris in which two men were fatally
shot

Before reating his case, ina seasion
held without the presence of the jury,
Seofi's atiomey, Steve Hobbe of
Lewisburg, told Elliot that afier con-
sublation with his client, Scott had
chosen not o festify.

*l donot wish o testify,” 5cof wold
the judge.

Hobbs then renewed his motion,
which he first submiited afier the pro-
sbcution ressed its case, for an acquit-
tal of Scott due to lack of evidence
presented by the staie. Elfioe denled
the motin.

Mowever, following Hobbs®
moton for scquittal on  Thursday
mng.[ the judge did drop one

o

ic charge, presented by the prosecu-
tor., But the modon for scquital on

the other charges was denoed by

Elliott, as they were on Friday.

charge pertaining 10 oral sex
due 10 tack of evidence, in that specif- -

party.

In opening stalements, Assistan
Preble County Prosecuting ARomey
Edmond Ealil cutined the stais's
case, noting Buckley aended a con-
cen with Scoit on the Fourth of July
19940, The state s being represented
by Prebie County Prosecutor Becky
Fergusen and Kalil.

“Al thal concert, corinin sexmal
advances wore made...and were
spurned at that tme,” Kalil sald

stalements, adding oa July 7,

and the defendant

mrdndlpm:.r where they were
seen lalking,

Also in his SLalements,
Kﬂ.ﬂmnﬂmm:mwmlldmﬁ'
Backley and Scott lefi gethar and
when Scott returned o the party, he
Wil el

Kalil further noted in the opening
smiements, the state would present a
whmmiﬂluln.ﬁr“h:nhuntd
the defendant thrusting his abdomen
into her ' {Buckley) as she kiy nnt

‘rlu'

asyigtant :hucrul-
Mﬂ:ﬁ:ﬂt‘:wuﬂn
July '8, Scon and several
mnmmwmmmund'-
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Case focuses on testimony of

- From page 1
her breasts which are characteristic of
those created by dragging.

. It waz then Hobbs® mmll;rpm:ﬁgu.r
Scolt’s defense, terming the opening
statements a5 “the mble of contents w
8 ook

During the i statoments,
Hobbe said the cvidente will show
Scott and Buckley as well as severl
pehers went 10 @ concert prior (o the
July 7, lﬂﬂﬂ,plrt;r and at that concert
they nnl along™ and  were
“wrestling.” .

Buckley had been "sceing ::'.n:ral
voung men (il the pany s Cedar
Lake) and wag very popular amang
these young men,” Hobbs said in the
OPeRing stalemenis.

The defenss attomey also noted in
his cpening staements Buckley had
mvmmhr conflicts with several

people in the New Faris area
1rn.lu g having ber foat run over by

a woman and having a physical alters |

cation with a young man.

Hobbs said a witess would testily
that man's cor was séen at the party.,

The evidence will also prowve,
Hobbs said in . the opening state-
mienis, that Scoit was seen changing
tapes in his treck and breaking up &
fight at the party during the estimated
lnnl_ll:- of Buckley's death.

obbs poinied out in

statements, Backlay dc:idadupgnm:g
swimming in the lake despite an
injury and a brace on her leg. He also
said 3 witness would testly she
planned to mest Robby Johmson that
might

During opening stztemenis, Hobbs
said, #\Ed.um g-uu'[ﬂ_ prove Jemy
York was the person who saw the
body in the water and thought it was a
Frisbee, becawse of the fuorescent
::ulnr nf the clothing Buckley was

Mu;hmthwnrj_but_hlh:

prosecution and the defense called
alemost 50 witneeses, who recounied
both the fateiul night and incidents
both before and afjer Bucklay s mur-
der, which supporied either the
state’s ar defendant’s case.

The following is a day-to-day
account of court achvity and testi-
mony which otcurred im Hamilion,

Day Ouoe, Monday, Feb, 10

The scene was seq [or the secomd
trial of Guy Billy Lee Scott, with the
oulside courtroom entrance being
mmdﬂlt'and Bullu County Sherfl™s
Depaizes wailing o search gveryone
enlering the courroom.

Scolt was brought 1o the courtroom
from the Bulles County Jail by three
depubies, who were also present in
the courtroom during the duration of

“the proscecdings.

Jury selection occupied the mom-
ing with spectators being banned
from the courtroom beécause of aver-
crowding due &0 the sbundance of
prospeclive -jurors. Approximately
50 people were called o jury duty
and 12 jurors plus four abemates
were chosen 10 hear the case. Chairs
had 1o be taken from the hallway of
the eoiirthouse third floor o seat all
the jurors,

While jury selection ook place,
the families of both Buckley and
Scon wailed on opposite sides of the
third' floor hallway.

. Following a lunch recess, the jur-
ors were taken (o the site of Bock-
ley's drowning at Cedar Lake just
putside of Mew Pans. After retoming

. o Hamilton, the jodge adjpoumed the

court until 9 gm, Tu:sd.n.}.r MAOTTINg,
Feb, 11, when opening stafements
would be heard. .
Day Two, Tuesday, Feb. 11
slatements wens Rre-

-sented-by the state and the defense,

whlthnulhnndﬂupmmmuihﬂh
sides.

Family members and inberasied
speCtators were allowed in the couar-
troom after being searched by sher-
if's depaties,

Fallawin stau:u:rcm thc.
slile btgmgmurg:Mn of its
case ‘with Ferguson calling Tim H.
Miller, - chiel nvestigator for the
Preble County Coroner’s Office, o
the stand. :

Miller testifed be was called to-
American Aggregates on Sunday,
Tuly 8, 1950, and was “diracted to the
body of a white femala floating in
Cedor Loke.” :

The investipator added the body
was [loating face dowm-and becauase
he was not familipr with the currents
of the lake, he pulled the body back
ontn share, ] )

Miller testified Buckley's body
was found 132 feet from the gravel
road and 15 feet from the shore, He
also identified a photo he took which
showed both of Bockley's legs were
through one side of her shors when .
the body was found.

Authorities estimated the time of
Buckley's death to be midnight.

During cross examinstion of Mill-
er, Hobbs asked if wems were recov-

“ered from the scene. Miller replied o

wallet, which was determined to
belong wo Buckley, and a photograph
of Buckley were {ound at the scene.

"During the course of your investi-
gation, were you able fo determine
there had been a quarre! with (Buock-
lur nnd]l anyons?™ Hobbs asked of

After referring 1o hd; repon, Miller
said, “It seems to indicate the argo-
ment was with Ronny Johnson”

o Miller also responded 0 Hobbs®

Cross examination, m:.mg he - was
ahle o determing Buckley's leg had
been injured and a leg brace was not
found on the body,

| e
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those attending party

Dennis
ST Do i,
ik stand and pestified he was off duty
oa Senday, Juby B, 1990, and was
having dinner with an off-duty Preble
County Sheriffs Deputy ata restaur-
pnt in New Pams when "someons
came in all shook lip_lminid they
had feund a body.

Scheiding added he went to the
scene at Cedor Lake and ook volun-
tary statements from those at the
BCERE,

In ercas examinstion of Scheiding,
Hobha aaked if he noticed any marks
on Scott's kand while he wrots oot

the
dmmmklnﬁuguphad

Deputy Mike Simpson of the
Preble Shedill™s Oifice tos-
tifed he was ealing with at
the Dairy Ranch in New Paris on July
8, 1990, when abont 6:30 p.m., Don
Suton came o the restyurant and said

had found o body, |

 $aid he assisted with sec-
ering the scene and passing out staie-
mens forms o thase preseat when the
body was found .
mmdw.llhumhﬂ
e lake when a beer botthe was found
floating in the Lake.

Hobbs questionsd if the botle was
bken inwo evidemce. Simpson®s

bul was swimming ai the
B mext day.

“Quite a few of us were out there
imming." York said

“] found the body, but I thought it
was 3 Frishee,” York continued.
“He (Scot) said i was a3 dead
wody...Billy was the first to realize it

|

‘at the lake on Saturday, July 7,

was a dead body,” York said, adding
Scolt went over 0 the body and
wmed it over.

“He (Scou) knew who il was”
York said, -

Youk eatified he got out of the
watar “because T didn't want any=
mng 1w do with it (ihe .
mT:nmﬂjn ﬁfmk'um:inmmir.he
found a Mini Bie™ lighter and
Scou told him o throw it m the lake

“ﬂmﬁﬁﬂm
Addigonally, said be found a
red fast food cep on ihe shore and

Scon alzo wold him oo throw it i the
lake, which he did
The prosecution presenied York
with a photo which looked to be ken
gt the Lake the night of the murder and
be identified Scon bolding & cup.
York testifed beand Scoil and sev-

.eral other people sttended a party in

October 1990, when an argument

broke out.
"His (Scoit's) girlfriend and
ancther girl Billy had slept with were
and Billy said, “Who hcre

.Whﬂ:d[mﬂwlhrmwﬂl

added Scolt was in

Eel:ltpll:r Corpaer who pesformed
ummﬂ:ﬂhy wascalledio

mﬁ:ﬂwm IIﬁir“:\vl‘miﬂlﬂlh.':td
o
F body during u:ﬂ:l stages of
c hu

opEy.

Lehman testified Buckley had a
contusion around her kelt eve and
bruising and abrasions on the right
gide of ber Bace and chin, a5 well 3500
her breasts.

The doctor pobed the njuries o her
eye indicated it "had o have htm-
struck by a

such o5 o stick, branch or botthe, The
doctor added an examination of the
rectal aren also showed abrasions and

there weme alio

Thedn:mrrmadﬂmhmmmc
hudmunliﬁgmhmhm'hm:.r-
be o Ast but c hove been caused
by kicking.

Lehman also testified the injuriés
“were inflicted before her death,”

He added her body showed signs
of being dmmud and she dmwmd

B-thn:nwd‘u:hndyﬂmnqm
the lake, "vou would not necessarily
Mnd semen™

In Hobbs® cross examination of

' See page 12







