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Jormer potential Scott witness (
indicted in girlfriend’s murder

(Editor s note: This report was
prepared in conjunction with Mike
Coleman, city editor, The Western
Star, another paper in the Brown
Publishing chain.)

By Ronald B, James
R-H Editor

/" A former potential prosecution

witness in the Guy Billy Lee Scont
murder case was indicted Monday,
Nov. 22, by the Warren County
grand jury og charges he mur-

+ dered his former girlfriend.

Gary Heath, 36, faces murder
charges for the Oct. 22, 1985,
strangulation death of Vendy Cox,
33.

Attorney’s Investigator David,
w5 3loff confirmed he interviewed
savath s & possible witness in the

He wus unable 10 release any
other information without clear-
ance from Warren County Prose-
cuting Attorney Tim Oliver on
how the interview fit into the
investigation,

Cox phoned her boss at Four
Seasons Garment Co. one morn-
ing nine years ago, saying she
would be late for work, but the
Mason woman never showed up.

ered in a field off U.S. 42 in
Mason.

The murder remained unre-
solved until the indictment, nine
years and three weeks later.

Her relatives said they are
relieved the murder may finally be
solved. . . ’

“Everybody in the family is
very excited something final-
ly hapgcned. especially after nine
years,” said Cox’s nephew, 23-

car-old Brandon Sellars. “It feels
ike a relicf, but it’s not like he's
in jail for it yet or anything.”

For nine years the case has been
unresolved. For nine years the
famnily has not forgotten.

“I'm still reeling from the news
today. I just want closure on it,”
Cox’s sister, Gina Catanzaro, said.

Action on the indictment will
have to wait though, as Heath js

currently incarcerated in the
Hamilton County Justice Center
awaiting trial for allegedly shoot-
ing his wife, Deanna Heath, in
Butler County in May. ° .

Authorities did not say what

information fed (o the apparent
solving of the Cox murder; bug the
common thread is the May shoot-
ing of Deanna Heath, who was
shot once in the head, but not
kilied.

Relatives of Cox said the couple

She remained missing for nine f was headed toward a break-up at

days until her body was discov-

From page 1

the time of her disappearance.

MCGUIRE—

Mason Police Chief Arthur
Scott said cld witnesses in the
case offered new information and
went on Lo say ncw witnesses
were located through investiga-
tion.

-“The Mason police had been
involved in looking into the case
on several occasions over the last
several years,

“There has been new informa-
tion, but what that is, I will not
say at this time,"” Oliver said.

“We feel very positive we were
able to get enough information 1o
get it to the grand jury,” Scort
said. “It will continue to be a chal-
lenge to convince a jury that this
was the person involved.”

Police in 1985 said Heath and
Cox’s daughter, then 13, were the
last to see Vendy alive at their.
Four Scasons Apartment.

Cox then called her boss and
seid she would be al the company
before noon, but she was never
seen alive again,

City worker Larry Cox, her ex-
husband's brother, found the body
in a group of trecs near a newly
harvested cornfield, about one-
fourth of a mile from her apart-
ment.

Gary Heath reportedly said at
the time, the two were going to }
shop for a ncw car the night she k
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disappeared,

if anyone saw a problem with

the concept.

Once both sides were satisfied
with the potential group of 32,
proceedings concluded for the
day.

Tuesday's session was to
include questioning of potential
Jurors for their attitudes on the
death penalty,

In some side points concerning
the case, Ohio law requires attor.
neys for the defense be certified
to try capital cases. The same js

not required of the prosecution.

McGuite's team is led by Dennis

Lieberman and assisted by local

attorney Jim Thomas. Lieherman
is centified and Thomas is in the
process of being certified under

Provisions of the capital tria}
rules,

_In another point of interest,
since the defendant s indigent,
the costs of defending and prose-
cuting the case falls chiefly 10
Preble County. About 71 percent
of the costs fall 10 the local gov-

ernment entity while the State of
Ohio picks up approximately 29
percent of the expense.

First day jury fees were $1,410
(310 per day per juror). Expenses
of the defense attomeys and other
related costs to include an antici-
Paled expert witness on DNA,
will add to the final tota] bill.

Sixteen jurors will hear the
case, 12 regular and four alter-
nates. The case is expected 1o lgst

abourt three weeks, according to
¢ observers.
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‘Charmer’ left trail of wrecked lives

Mr. Heath, 37, goes P i murder charge,

ONQ . MH0.<QH~ mmmﬁﬁ .NOOM to trial today in Warren ¥ The prosecution usually has the advag-
on tnal 1in 1985 _n.zrzm County on charges that tage in old cases that are revived for trial,
he murdered Ms. Cox. said Christo Lassiter, an associate profes-
:; BY TANYA BRICKIN G She was a 33-year-old sor of law at the University of Cincinnati,
"~ The Cincinnati Enquirer | - single mother who told “The prosecution wouldn't risg bringing
When Gary Steven Heath's girlfriend WM.__.n vw_wm Mhnﬂ mﬁd:hﬂ i
was strangled and her body &E.uﬁ._ in a for ﬂuﬂw one day. She

Mason cornfield in 1985, he told police he never showed up. " 8 , )
didn’t know anything about it. Deyer :Bs.uu.a. ersion Gary Steven That’s not to say it’s a sure thing. The
» Mmﬂm missed Wﬂ ?Bﬂﬁ—mh Uonu_._wﬂ he was k&.rﬁm death uﬂnOn&bN Heath , Wﬂn.”u.ﬂﬂomu of evidence is the U—Nﬂﬂmn prob-
on a probation vinlation, : e transcript, t . Cox ; ™ .
X A decade later, he's in prison because mwmn_w e %_ nﬁwn_“:_ﬁ__m%% MMW oMMq Witnesses have gone, memories have

e

shot his ex-wife in the head, Ang as it » Heath stood helpless i | faltered, e the Lab techs may have
turns out, he knew something about the ﬁmﬂwﬁﬁmg eath stood helpless in oved on,” Mr. Lassiter said, “¢'s very
strangulation of Vendetts “Vendy” Cox. .
He was there, ,

¢ . . difficult,”

-He admits_to, het ;dispose: of . her. . .
. body.in‘a box w_.mmmﬁmam‘o!ﬂ_mw&mnﬁmmmﬁmm . Mason Police nEmw.m w_nz_cn mnoz. real-
mber lookilg into the mirror e Ylodded:it-into"his.truck and’dunped tgsted Ry ages. death 3 pacss

“mk wwmmwjﬁ,mua,oa Sn,m_n_m%wc.m.ku‘;mﬂ case Emnmﬂ'ula with old evidence.

While Mr. Heath was a suspect fromthe | While the time element is 2 drawback,
* beginnin , police needed 3 decs e_to gath- ‘he said, apparently, the grand jury
. . ef enough evidence to indict him on 2 : Qu_omuoaom:m.ﬁn.:. Page A6)
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Jury is told Heath

strangled

Trial opens a decade
after victim’s death

BY TANYA BRICKING
The Cincinnati Enquirer
LEBANON — Gary Steven
Heath couldn't stand rejection, so
! he strangled the woman who tried
1+ to dump him, prosecutors said
i Monday. It was the first day of Mr.
+ Heath’s Warren County murder
-1 trial,
s The decade-old case pits those
1 who say Mr. Heath was a charmer
+ who turned violent, against those
v who say he was merely 2 man who
+ told outlandish stories to cop a
1
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lighter prison sentence.

It's a case that, for some, stirs
painful memories of how Vendetta
“Vendy" Cox died in 1985,

Cresta Imap's hands
ltrem as she recailed the last

W‘ 1 time she saw her mother alive,

! Mrs, Eshelinan, now 24, spun
! her thoughts back to eighth grade,
+ when Mr. Heath lived in their
i Mason apartment.

.  She remembers waking up to
« their fighting one night in October
+ 1985. Her mom wanted Mr. Heath
! to move out.

.+ Cresta cried when she heard
y them yelling and ‘spent the night
with her mother in a locked bed-
room. The next day, she kissed her
mother goodbye — and never saw
v her again, -

1 Across a Warren County court-
i room Monday, Mr, Heath sat at a
1 defense table taking notes, A dec-
) ade after Ms, Cox was strangled,
! Mr, Heath, 37, is on tral i er
.': murder.

: It's a case of 2 man who could
i

[}

]

)

]

[ ]

1

not stand rejection, Rachel Hutzel,
.1 2n assistant prosecutor, told g sev-
1 en-man, five-woman jury,

1 Ms, Cox, a 33-year-old single
mother, wanted to end her rela-
i1 tionship, but Mr. Heath couldn't
1 take it. So he strangled her and
1 dumped her body in a Mason corn-

woman

who rejected him

s field, Ms. Hutzel
SN caid,

After the kill-
ing, he fled to
Bridget Proffitt's
Y apartment and
moved in with
her, Ms, Proffitt
testified. The
Hamilton wom-

Gary Heath an, now 33, was
Mr. Heath's common-Jaw wife unti!
a 1986 divorce. Her mother also
testified against Mr, Heath,

But the jury likely will not hear.
from his other ex-wives, Mr!Heith
is in. prison for, shooting/one of

~them;inthe' hiead-and: servéd;time
efore:that for stabbing ‘anothy riny
the;neck; with'Séisiors. Thiey ..
ived; butprosetutors are not al:
lowed to.bring lip"Mr: Héath's past
unless'he testifies

Mr. Heath gave up his prison
garb for khaki pants, a striped
long-sleeve shirt and gym shoes
Monday, and was silent except for
whispers to his lawyer.

In opening statements, defense
attorney Andrew Hasselbach said
decade-old evidence will not link
Mr. Heath to Ms. Cox’s death,

“This case should be called
‘Let's Make a Deal’ or ‘A Tale of
Two Snitches,’ ” he said.

It's 2 case of two felons — Mr,
Heath and a 1995 cellmate — who
told stories o~ investigators in
hopes of getting lighter sentences,
Mr. Hasselbach said, ’

Mr. Heath’s attitude was, "You
play ball with-me, and T will help
you solve this case,” but his incon-
sistent stories snowballed, Mr,
Hasselbach said.

The defense lawyer calls the
I(;ellmate, Jeremy Kordelewski, a
iar.

So, too, is his client, Mr, Hassel-
bach said, '

“Yeah, he's guilty of some-
thing,” he said. “He's guilty of
being a terrible liar. He's not
charged with being a liar. He's

ﬂharoﬂ" writh murdas "
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Shooting testimdny: ‘Hei was looking me . . . in the face’

."-‘ | e

The Cincinnati Enquirer/Gary Landers

Deanna Louderbeck testifies Wedhesday about how her former husband shot her in the head. ''He was knesling
next to me with the gun to my head,” she said. ''He was looking me straight dead in the face with his finger on the
trigger.” Her ex, Gary Heath, has said the shooting was accidentai. He is charged with attempted murder.
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recounts
violence

BY KRISTEN DELGUZz].
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Deanna Janelle Louderbeck remem-
bers the day she was shot. Remembers
the gun going off. The bullet slamming
into her head,

‘And‘she remembers blood exploding
from the wound, splattering onto the
face and chest of her estranged hus-
band, who was kneeling over her with a
gun in his hand. :

“Blood was 3| over,” Louderbeck
testified Wednesday in the attempted-

murder trial of her now ex-husband usive marﬁage.almost P fears of an
Gary Steven Heath, “He hag s much  pi por Aug, 3, 1992 —'the day after
blaod on him 2s I did on me. " eir wedding, She said he smacts

As she calmly spoke in chilling detail,
g-leath himng hzl:ﬁs head. P{(e c:ow:rclnzl his S
ace with a hand and tog several deep The abus ti ily, id.
breaths. He did not Jook at his former My ol ‘g“'ff,tﬁa" she said
wife, who is paralyzed on the right side nightmare,” Louderbeck said, her voice
and uses a wheelchair, ) cracking, She did not Cry during her

Heath, 36, has said the‘ShOOtlng was ﬁmony ~— she has been unable to
accidental. He could testify later this hed tears since the shooting..
week or next, when the defense begins “Whether it was_volatile or not,
presenting its case, was 2 nightmare. He makes Freddy
Krueger look iike 3 dream date.”

e violence — which Louderbeck
admitted sometimes came from her —
gulniigsted on her 28th birthday: May

3, 4. :

That morning, almost a week after

she had filed for divorce, Heath ap-

Court today for more Cross-examination,
before Judge Robert Kraft,

ring her daylong testimony, Loud-

)

0ws in Colefain Township, .
" "He pulled a gun o me and told me |

r . Was going to talk to'him, whether | liked
> smacked her” it or not,” she said, o

Loudérbeck sajd’ Heath started

punching and kicking her, then eventual-
ly knocked ber to the ground.

. "He's got a chair over my chest and
neck so I couldn’t get up, " she said. “He
was kneeling next to me with the gun to
my head. He was looking me straight
dead in"the' face with hig finger on the

trigger.”

Louderbeck said Heath kicked her

several times as she lay bleeding on the
floor. He also Stepped on her as he
headed for the door, she testified,

he lay on the floor, slipping in and
out of consciousness, for two hours,
Louderbeck said. Doc

peared at Janelie's Pub, the bar Louder-

tors said she was
within minutes of deat

h when a delivery
an found her shortly after noon. '




which lasted nearly_an hour and a_half, took
Elg:l:e when Mr. Heath was in court in Preble
nty. - _—
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Witness: %

I wasn’t
involved

‘Man that Heath says killed

woman calls story a lie
BY TANYA BRICKING

The Cincinnati Enquirer

LEBANON - The gruesome images haunt
Larry Cox Jr. like a bad dream.

It was 11 years ago when he found his
former sister-in-law, Vendetta “Vendy” Cox,
strangled and left dead in an overgrown cormn-
field off U.S. 42 in Mason.

As.Mr. Cox testified Tuesday in the trial of -

Gary Steven Heath -—~ the man accused of
killing Ms, Cox — he choked back tears while
looking at the biack-and-white photographs of
the crime scene. . .
The pictures showed Ms. Cox, 33, in a fetal
position with her head facing the ground, her
jeans and underwear pulled v '
down and her shirt pulled up, N
Authorities found no evidence
of sexual assault, but whoever
dumped her body made it ap-
pear that way. Iy
The man prosecutors tie to i
the decade-old crime did not B
look witnesses in the eye. He § ’
spent the second day of testi- B % &5
mony taking notes as prosecu-
tors filed in_10 witnesses, Co? Moot
ranging from a deputy coro-
ner to Ms. Cox's sister.
Those who know Mr,
Heath, now 37, describe him
as Ms. Cox’s outgoing boy-
friend who changed his story
about what happened the day
she disappeared,
r

vo..men killed
er ‘drug “money. Their conversation,

But the reasons Mr. Heath has been in court
before are not being disclosed to the five-wom-
an, seven-man jury. All they know is that he has

. spent much of his past in and out of prison.

Unless Mr, Heath testifjes, prosecutors are

not allowed tq tell jurors he is sei
shooting ari ex wife ifi'th ‘
“he istabhed:

t

i 1-.:;:5!%

-—~='f%of the men Mr. Heath accused of killing
Ms. Cox didn’t find out about the accusation
until 1 Don Collucci, a musician, testified
that Mr. Heath’s story was a total fabrication.
“1 cll'wd absolutely nothing to do with this,” he

sai
The prosecution will continue today with

testimony from Jeremy Korde] L gne of Mr,
Heath's for[%er gﬁ% cellmates. He is expected
to say that Mr, Heath confessed to him about
e,




