_ -. IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
~ . -BUTLER COUNTY, Oii10
S CRIMINAL DIVISION

' STATE OF OHIO,
Plaintiff
: Case No. CR91-11-0947 "\,
Vs,

GUY BILLY LEE SCOTT,

Defendant

AFFIDAVIT OF REBECCA J. FERGUSON
State of Ohio ) s,
( : SS: ' ‘(

County of Preble

Rebecca J. Ferguson, being first duly cautioned and sworn, does state the following:

I. My name is Rebecca J. Ferguson. I have served as the Prosecuting Attorney of Preble
County, Ohio, since February of 1991. Prior to that time, 1 was employed as an Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney for Preble County, Ohio, from October of 1975 until my appointment as
Prosecuting Attorney. ‘ '

2. Gary Heath was indicted on April 9, 1991, for felonious assault in connection with an
incident occurring on March 20, 1991, wherein Gary Heath's wife, Alicia Heath, sustained a stab
wound-to the neck. The case was assigtied to and handled by my assistant, Mr. K. Brent i
Copeland. The case was resolved by Heath's.pleas of guilty to assault and aggravated menacing
charges on July 30, 1991. He was sentenced on those charges on August 2, 1991, to two six
month sentences to be served consecutively at the Dayton Human Rehabilitation Center, with
credit for time already served of 81 days.

3. -On August 5, 1991, 1 received a letter from Gary Heath, dated August 2, 1991, stating
that he had information about Lesa Buckley's homicide and Guy Billy Lee Scott's role in this
homicide. He gave some details of the information and offered to give a statement, testify at
Grand Jury and testify at Scott's trial if the Staté of Ohio could use the information. A copy of

(- that lctter is attached hereto. .

ExdIRIT R




4. Afler recciving the letter of August 2, 1991, I showed the letter to my investigator,
David A. LindiofY, and requested him to go the Dayton Human Rehabilitation Center and talk
with Gary Heath regarding his offer. n

5. Mr. Lindloff and Deputy Frank Ford reported to me that they talked with Gary Heath

- . at the Dayton Human Rehabilitation Center on August 8, 1991, and that he reaffirmed the

information contained in his letter to me of August 2, 1991. He also gave them a taped statement,
a copy of which is attached to Mr. LindlofFs affidavit. -

767 On or about August 9 or August 12, 1991, I received a letter from Gary Heath dated
August 8, 1991, regarding his meeting that day with Investigator Lindloff and Deputy Ford. He
reiterated his willingness to testify as to his knowledge of the Scott/Buckley matter.

7.-On August 20, 1991, Gary Heath did testify at the Grand Jury, along with a
considerable number of other witnesses. The only promise that was made to him by me in
connection with his testimony was that Judge Abruzzo would be apprised of his cooperation and
his offer of assistance.

8. After Gary Heath testified at the Grand Jury, he began to make escalating demands for
the State to release him from jail and intervene in his divorce case. ' In essence, he attempted to
manipulate the State of Ohio into giving him anything he wanted for his further cooperation. The
State of Ohio refused to do his bidding. In fact, the State opposed his pro se motion for early
release on his sentence. See the attached Motion in Opposition filed on December 10, 1991,

9. The State of Ohio chose not to call Gary Heath as a witness at the trial of Billy Scott,
afthough Heath had been subpoenaed by both the State and the defense.

10. At no time did I ever have reason to believe that the original information and testimony
offered by Gary Heath at his grand jury appearance was perjured:

FURTHER, AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

foerrn 2 &éw—

Rebecca J. Fergusof'

"y -

21k
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence this 20 day of September, 1996.

SRnem

Notary Public, State of Ohio /

VIUKI \"U" HY Nt wy Mubihg
In and for he Stats of Ohi
My Comamissin Espiris Maren -9 b6y
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) lBu‘rl HonoREE: Rebacca Ferguson, Prebie Coumy Assoclsuon's dtuﬂngulshed senice award Thursday, |
v progacutor, will recelve the Ohio State Bar Fergusm haspmcllced taw for more than 22 years, |

P ha d |
¢
rosecutors ( en et wzt rewan |;
U ¢
Fcrguson to recelve scmcc award from Ohld‘*State Bar Association 3
By Arunci Venkayya . "*E' public, Ferguson came hotue to Ducs who became juvenile and ¥
Staff writer i Ohio to be closer to her famlly ,;probate court judge. ¥
ATON, Ohio — Whep, ™ after law school graduation, 7. Although she deals with crime d
Rebecca Ferguson waprow-  She began working (n the pros- - Jpn a daily basis, Ferguson said &
ing up, she thought shd™ ecutor's offlee in 1978 and opened J‘l‘g;:e decided to keep seeking re- '
would be a doctor. ' a privale practice in 1976. Only  y-églectlon to the prosecutor’s office
* The Preble County prosecutor { two pald attorneys worked in the } ghecause the job is "very challeng-
spent her college years studying ™ prosecutor’s office when ' Ing and rewarding.”
. biology at Ohio State University. , Ferguson began. 38 But she also said she doesn't !
" But after problems tn organic ‘/ Six county-paid'attorneys woxk Mok at the world with the same i
't chemlistry and with the medical \ in the prosecutor’s office today ~ £dllealism as when she left colege. |
‘] school entrance exam, her advis- Her first jury trial wasa rape "lt has made me realize much |
e suggested she take thelaw | case, and she had a realzatl. - Sgpore pefclly how horetly eo- |
1. school entrance exam instead. made me aware of how little S¥file can treat each other” she said. - / |1
[§  Itturnedout to be a good .1pe was tatked about (in soﬂ < al¥ Within her first 8lx months of N
] choice. Ferguson tested welland  ¢1y).” Ferguson said. “ibelng appointed prosecutor, M
was accepted to Wake Forest After that trial, she begang . ., Rfﬁrguson started workingona iq
University Law School. rape preventionprogram thet ctim's righls project. m
On Thursday, Fergison, who included speakingatlocal “She really started it," said 39

has practiced law for more than groups. which was anather step M'm, Buckley, Preble County vie
22 years, will be honored by the  roward losing the fear of public thn/witness advocate.
Ohio State Bar Assoclation with  speuking. Severul times after she £ Buckley, whose daughter Lesa
the distinguished service award. \ Mnished speaking, womet would | ‘was murdered, said shegotto
Local attorney Herd Bennett Y approqch her and tell her about know Perguson through her fami-
nominated her for the award. bemg rayed, y's tragedy.

. "I believe that she 15 oneof the  “ltveally made ine very aware “‘ihe Is a very professional lady”
most capable_lawy & has  of how there were nosupport sys [ Buckley said. “T respect her to the
ever practiced I 6 P iy"sald  tems for victims' rights in this fullest, She: is more than fair
Bennett, who serves on the'dtate ~ county” ghe said
board for the bar association, “+~— 2

Once frightened of speakmg in

“She 15 tough as nails, but she's
1 heart the size of Texas. She
one grand lady"”

prosccutor in 1991,

“She 15 tough as natls, but she’s got'; eart the size of Texas. She is one grand lady.”

Mary Buckiey, Preble County victim/witness edvocate




